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Under the Hitler regime even a special sort of German physics
and mathematics has; been discovered which is alleged not to be
accessible to scholars of non-Nordic blood. In the Western
democracies, where a national State was attained much earlier
and where national sentiment is more balanced, the aim of forming
the national character by means of compulsory education,
military service and scientific authority has never been tackled
with the same thoroughness. The striving for national originality
has prompted German nationalists to abandon rules of conduct
which everywhere else are regarded as essential for civilization.
Parliamentarism, democracy, human rights, Christianity are
despised, not only because they are opposed to the militarist
spirit but also because they are considered as of foreign origin
and, therefore, incompatible with true German ideals. This,
however, did not prevent the German nationalists from imitating
certain methods of Italian fascists and Russian bolsheviks.
The national ideology tends to determine the private char-
acter, especially in countries where the individual is totally
subordinated to the nation. Even the most private affairs, which
to us seem to have no connexion with the national honour or
greatness, such as relations between parents and children, or man
and wife, are then regulated by the national ideology. A subject
of Nazi Germany cannot marry the woman he loves if she has
not sufficient " Aryan blood ", and a father is not sure whether
his boy will not denounce him to the police for insufficient
devotion to the Leader. Long before Hitler, however, Prussian
militarism produced a tremendous change in the whole character
and forms of behaviour of the German people. Nietzsche
remarked that in his time quite a new and disagreeable way of
pionouncing the German language penetrated the nation. It
was the harsh and sharply accentuated North German tone of the
.Prussian officer commanding his men which superseded the former
milder pronunciation. The Austrian or South German immedi-
ately recognizes a North German by his accent and finds it most
irritating. Yet gradually also many South Germans became
more and more infected by this way of speaking, especially the
official and educated classes, which had the privilege of becoming
officers in the reserve.
The function of a national ideology is to bind all classes firmly
together, to unify their mentality, and to establish or strengthen
the influence on policy of those classes which are the main seat
of the national ideology. These aims often cannot be attained
by preaching the same ideology to all classes. German militarism